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MILFORD - In its final show of the yum-
mer scxson, the American Stuge Festivai s
tnkest on “The Mikado,” Gilbert und Sulli-
vin's operetta in which the powerful are
comuptibie fools, and the ruic of law s a
mate of absardities,

“The silly plov. & enormonsly fanny,” sad
artistic diroctor, Matthew Parent; Ity that
very Britsh seuse of humor, wittily Ig‘okmg
fan at people and {nstitution, It's the
foibles of people placed in political power;
they're all heman*

Set in foudal Jupas, the story takes place
in the fown of Thipo, where Tlirting is pun-
ishsbic by death, and the townspoople clect
8 convicted Hirtey bs Loed High Extcution-
er. With names Hke Yumeyum, Nanks-poo,
and Pooli-bali (who ix Lord High Evervthing
Else), the charnstees are laughoble before
they utter a word, Misadventures and go-
matne mismatches are plentiful.

It has Beeit several yours singe the Ameti-
can Stage Festival us had tho funds 1o plo-
duce a piese of The Mikndo's scale, Parcof
soid, With 2 cast of shout 25 and severul
wiovable nu&cmwu, the production cost be-
tween $150,000 and $170,000. The authentic

blinds, kimono coxtumes. and wigs
u:dme rosult of extensive research, Pareat
i

The last such ambitious undertnking was
the muical “1776," which wiis prodoced ln
1994, The Mikudo, direcied by New York
City-hased direcior Jim Weaver, rans for (3
geﬁmmncet. from Aug. 20 to 30 a1 the

rage Festival'y Stmumer Stuge in Milford,

i» about British politics, ¢ are all
Gilbert and Sullivan,” Parent sakl,

The two satirists, who wiote during the
19tk centusy, were extremely in
their day, Their opetettas, i ing "HMS
Pinafore™ and Pirates of Peuzance,”
have since become comic classies.

“The music i 30 medodious nnd comical
and ;rpcxlia;. (their work) is the forerun-
ner of the great American clasmical musicals,
such ms (those by) Rogers and Hammer-
stoln," Parent said

Aud their observations of human natute -
pasticularly the tendencles voward ssif-delu.
sion and enobbishness that sccopipany class
dististctions and political umbitiony - remain

I The Americai Stage Festival
presents its final show of the summer
through Aug. 30 in Milford,

relevand. I fact, several gemps in The Mika.
do are structwred 50 ' 1o sllow for updst-
ing, Parent sai 3

“Gilbest was 2 contem paiitical
satiriat, and If be werd alive today, he'd say
Jet's change (these songs) to fit the politics,”
he said. ' n

Hence, there are teferonoes to the current
prosidential saga in “Tve Got  Lirtle Lis"
sung by Koko, the Lord High Executioner.
Rewriting some of the lyrics was “a nice
chance 1o get some Jadw in.” said Jin
Weaver, directar/charcographar, who also
dircited "Ain't Misbehavin' ™ aod "The All
Night Strut” for the Ametican Stage Festic

vl

In another song, “Let the Ponistuncnt Fit
the Crime.” Gilbert and Sullivan [smpoot
Eagiish tuwy that imposed penalties consid-
cr:;i u;o severe for :i;ﬁunwim are
adot o Je tallang today ui what
l’midm’:cgr.uuon‘s punishment sheld be.*
Pagent qpid. \

Gilbert and Sullivan based the siary in
Japan to disguise eriticlsmy of the British
Parfmment, Weaver said, In sddition, he
wtid, Astan Influesices were popalar at the
i

“The lyrics are really whan you hsve to lis
ten to, S0 much of the story i reveaied
through the hyriss." he swid,

The challenge for soae of the dxdomen
is 10 make these lyrics audible. Ciilbert and
Sullivan are known for their use of “patter
songs.” which are sung at a payticalarly fast
chip and might canily warn to gbberid of pot
caunciated clearly.

“Peuple kind of wait for those,” said
Michels Henderson, who pliys the role of
Kutisha and sings a patter duct with the
character Koko, * You e 1o leatn 10 artic
ulste very guickly, Once you get the hang o.
It, ir's kind of fun.”

For Hendersom, who owns Carey-Hendes-
son Vocal Stadio with her husband in
Nazhua, “The Mikado® has been 9 lesson it
comic tinuog.

“This {5 0 show that dovs not have sty
stars I it said Hendesson, who has pet-
formed In many operas. ™ You have 10 build
the comedy by plsying off each other be-
cause everybody bav funny lines™

Henderson pluys Kstiaha, the older, can

See ‘MIKADO, Puge 26

The American Stage Fastival will present “The Mikado" through Aug,
30. Above: Nanki Poo (played by Michael Moore) and Yum Yum (Moni-
ka Kendall) discuss thelr predicamant as Koko {Roger Anderson) looks
on I a scene from the musical. At right: The Mikado (played by
Michas! Polssan) rules over his court as Katisha (played by Michelis
Henderson) watchas In the background.




