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~ For ‘Mikado,’ the key word is ‘fun’

By Michas! Cleveiand
Gatanat Prss aditor

MILFORD—I thoroughly enjoyed the American Stage
Festival’s production of “The Mikado" for a variety of rea-
SNy

Letsstart Irom the beginning, with the first thing we see
when (he ourtain goes up (on In this caxe, is'pulled to the
siderx David Pouts'sot As il
should, it sets the tane: It :
18 colorful without being One of the most
pretentious, it iy simple interesting aspects of
without being simplistic A 3 ]
and it savs immediately to H\:b \wﬁ«»a&—s«..ﬂzs= wWas

the audience, “This could how well the chorus
be fun.” It’s right j

Immedintely aiter that performed.

WE ROTOC AL Yoonil's 008 aa— -~ ——
tumes, and they support the contention of the set that “The
Mikado™ is going to be a good time, They arg bright, thoy ary
colarful they are just right for this production.

Allter stich o good start, where can we go but _ up! "The
Mikado™ in all of its forms turns out to be & delightful evening
ol musical comedy, whether vou like Gilbert and Sullivan
arnot. ¥Yes, there are still musical segments i which the
untrained ear might exclaim, “Suy what”” but they nre few
and far between and not as distracting 89 they might have
been had not directar Jim Weaver, associste director Mt
thew Parent (ASF'S artistic director) and musical director
Jim Rice somewhat toned down the operetta aspect of this
production, This is not Gilbert and Sullivan at thelir most
Gilbertish and Sullivanish, so fear not.
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