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~sulting if anyone dares to chal-
fenge him, all with the inten-
tion of changing the way his
- menact. And in his character's:
darker moments, when the
core of Waters' self-rage be-
comes- evident, Seven makes
 Bim an eyen more compelling.
character: i

Fach of the soldiers being -
“questioned reveals distinct per-
-sonalities without being stereo-
typed, from Nate Jacobs as the

Racial tension at base oo miciin:
: ’ | B

powers intense drama - : i e di

By JAY HANDELMAN

day.handeiman@hersldtribune.com

‘Thomas: Williamson Il and
Charles Fuller’s 1981 drama

Eric Wilson, conttibute to the
“A Soldier's Play” gives the au-

sense of camaraderie and ner-
vousness among Waters' men.

dience no time to get settled. It

takes 'only 2 moment before a

Robert Mowry has the ¢am-,
manding presence and the
drunken black Army sergeant
stumbles across the stage and | Road, Sarasota. Through.

world-weary attitude to lend
eredence to Taylor's concerns.
isshot dead ashebellowstohis kil R
assailant, “They still hate you." g%ggfm aré‘$26-$32.
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STARF PHOIO Y THOMAS BENDEA / thomas.bendar@heraldtribune.com
Dion Laurin Johnson, left, plays Capt. Richard Davenport and Bob
Mowry plays Capt. Charles Taylor in *A Soldier's Play,” an intense-
look at race relations in the Army during World War Il,

 ASOLDIER'S PLAY =
By Charfes Fuller. Diregted by,
Jim Weaver. Reviewed Feb.

- 22.Westcoast Black Theatre.

Troupe at Historic Asolo
Foad, Sabasota T about the investgation, while -

wDon Eaurin Johnson has the de-

‘The meaning of the words

become clear as the play unrav- .|

termined 100k required for
Davenport, though his occa-
els during an unusual military
investigation that exposes the
tension between blacks and
whites on a Louisiana Army
base in 1944, when the military
was still segregated.

The tenmsion unveiled in
those first few minutes ebbs.
and flows during the course of
Jim Weaver's frequently in-
volving production’ for the:
Westcoast Black  Theatre
. Troupe,

Weaver's cast workswellfo- |

gether, offsetting the drama
with moments 05 | .
activities in the days leading to
the murder, from their exploits
agchampion baseball ap?; ers:
to their desire ta get involved
in the fighting in Europe,
Summer Hill Séven has the
powerful voice and obnoxious:
attitude to make his Waters be-

lievable and despicable. Hecan

quickly shift from friendly to in-

sionally hesitant line delivery:
diminishes his sense of confi-

iight reverie || Az Pfo. Melvin Peterson,

| Will Dalton is up to the chal-
| lenge of standing up to Waters
mast often. And Tommy Car-
pentér builds up his' rage,
 though in aslightly forced man-—
 mer, as a racist lieutenant who.
| hurlsiinsults at the black men
| e encounters. )

| The play is staged simply on
| & set made of wood frames to
| represent a barracks and an of-

~|fice. It is ail that is needed as

the drama unfolds, allowing
the audience to focus on the.



